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What are Nautical Charts?

Nautical charts are a fundamental tool of marine navigation. They show
water depths, obstructions, buoys, other aids to navigation, and much
more. The information is shown in a way that promotes safe and
efficient navigation. Chart carriage is mandatory on the commercial
ships that carry America’s commerce. They are also used on every Navy
and Coast Guard ship, fishing and passenger vessels, and are widely
carried by recreational boaters.

What is a BookletChart™?

This BookletChart is made to help recreational boaters locate
themselves on the water. It has been reduced in scale for convenience,
but otherwise contains all the information of the full-scale nautical
chart. The bar scales have also been reduced, and are accurate when
used to measure distances in this BookletChart. See the Note at the
bottom of page 5 for the reduction in scale applied to this chart.

Whenever possible, use the official, full scale NOAA nautical chart for
navigation. Nautical chart sales agents are listed on the Internet at
http://www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov.

This BookletChart does NOT fulfill chart carriage requirements for
regulated commercial vessels under Titles 33 and 44 of the Code of
Federal Regulations.

Notice to Mariners Correction Status

This BookletChart has been updated for chart corrections published in
the U.S. Coast Guard Local Notice to Mariners, the National Geospatial
Intelligence Agency Weekly Notice to Mariners, and, where applicable,
the Canadian Coast Guard Notice to Mariners. Additional chart
corrections have been made by NOAA in advance of their publication in
a Notice to Mariners. The last Notices to Mariners applied to this chart
are listed in the Note at the bottom of page 7. Coast Pilot excerpts are
not being corrected.

For latest Coast Pilot excerpt visit the Office of Coast Survey website at
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/searchbychart.php?chart=132
05

N _ (Selected Excerpts from Coast Pilot)

Block Island Sound is a deep navigable
waterway forming the eastern approach to
Long Island Sound, Fishers Island Sound, and
Gardiners Bay from the Atlantic Ocean. The
sound is a link for waterborne commerce
between Cape Cod and Long Island Sound. It
has two entrances from the Atlantic; an
eastern entrance from Rhode Island Sound
between Block Island and Point Judith, and a
southern entrance between Block Island and
Montauk Point. The sound is connected with Long Island Sound by The
Race and other passages to the southwestward, and with Fishers Island
Sound by several passages between rocky reefs from Watch Hill Point to
East Point, Fishers Island.

(4) The north shoreline of Block Island Sound and Fishers Island Sound
from Point Judith to New London is generally rocky and broken with

short stretches of sandy beach. Many inlets and harbors, especially in
the vicinity of Fishers Island, afford harbors of refuge for vessels. Most
of the rocks and shoals near the channels are marked with navigational
aids.

The southern part of Block Island Sound is bounded by Block Island on
the east, the eastern extremity of Long Island, and Gardiners Island on
the west. Plum Island and Fishers Island are at the western end of the
sound.

Westward of Gardiners Island, enclosed between the northeastern and
eastern ends of Long Island, are Gardiners Bay, Shelter Island Sound,
Little Peconic Bay, and Great Peconic Bay. This area is well protected but
generally shallow, and is not suited for deep-draft vessels. The shoreline
is marked by many indentations and shallow harbors. These waters are
much used by commercial fishing vessels and small pleasure craft
because of the protection afforded and the many anchorages.

Block Island North Reef is a sand shoal with depths of 14 feet or less
extending 1 mile northward from Sandy Point at the north end of Block
Island. The shoal should be avoided by all vessels; its depths change
frequently, and its position is also subject to a slow change. It is
practically steep-to on all sides, so that soundings alone cannot be
depended on to clear it. A lighted bell buoy is 1.5 miles northward of the
point.

Southwest Ledge, 5.5 miles west-southwestward of Block Island
Southeast Light, has a least known depth of 21 feet and is marked on its
southwest side by Southwest Ledge Lighted Bell Buoy 2. Rocky patches
with least depths of 27 and 29 feet extend 1.5 miles northeastward from
the ledge. The sea breaks on the shoaler places on the ledge in heavy
weather.

Several other dangers that must be guarded against are northward and
westward of Southwest Ledge Lighted Bell Buoy 2. These dangers are:
33-foot sounding, marked by a lighted buoy, about 2.2 miles 280° from
the lighted bell buoy; and two obstructions, cleared to a depth of 35
feet, about 0.75 mile north of the lighted bell buoy.

The deepest passage in the southern entrance to Block Island Sound is
just westward of Southwest Ledge and has a width of over 2 miles; this
is the best passage for deep-draft vessels. In heavy weather vessels
desiring to enter the sound westward of Block Island should pass
westward of Southwest Ledge Lighted Bell Buoy 2, taking care to pass
clear of the rocky ledge.

Between the inner patch of rocks and the shoals, which extend 0.9 mile
from Block Island, is a channel 1.3 miles wide, with a depth of about 34
feet. Vessels using this channel should round the southwest end of Block
Island at a distance of 1.5 miles. It is not advisable to use this passage
during heavy weather.

The entrance between Point Judith and Block Island is used by vessels
coming from the bays and sounds eastward to Long Island Sound. The
route generally used is through The Race. Tows of light barges and
vessels of 14 feet or less draft sometimes go through Fishers Island
Sound, especially during daylight with a smooth sea. This entrance is
clear with the exception of Block Island North Reef and the numerous
large boulders extending about 4 miles south-southeastward of Point
Judith. The coast from Point Judith nearly to Watch Hill should be given
a berth of over 1 mile, avoiding the broken ground with depths less than
30 feet.

Pt. Judith Harbor of Refuge, Currents.—The tidal currents in the Harbor
of Refuge have a velocity of about 0.7 knot at the south entrance. The
currents off the west entrance are rotary, with a velocity of 0.5 knot.

U.S. Coast Guard Rescue Coordination Center
24 hour Regional Contact for Emergencies

RCC Boston Commander
1st CG District

Boston, MA

(617) 223-8555



Navigation Managers Area of Responsibility

Northeast
Lt. Meghan McGovern
meghan.mcgovern@noaa.gov

Great Lakes Region
Tom Loeper
thomas.loeper@noaa.gov
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Northwest and '} “/

Pacific Islands o -
Crescent Moegling
crescent.moegling@noaa.gov
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Chesapeake and
Delaware Bay
Steve Soherr

steve.soherr@noaa.gov
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) Mid-Atlantic
Lt. Ryan Wartick
ryan.wartick@noaa.gov

Jeff Ferguson
jeffrey.ferguson@noaa.gov o -

Western Gulf Coast \
Alan Bunn
alan.bunn@noaa.gov

/

Southeast
Kyle Ward
kyle.ward@noaa.gov

Central Gulf Coast
Tim Osborn
tim.osborn@noaa.gov

Alaska
Lt. Timothy M. Smith
timothy.m.smith@noaa.gov

South Florida
Puerto Rico
U.S. Virgin Islands
Michael Henderson
michael.henderson@noaa.gov

NOAA’s navigation managers serve as ambassadors to the maritime community.
They help identify navigational challenges facing professional and recreational mariners, and provide NOAA resources and
information for safe navigation. For additional information, please visit nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/service/navmanagers

To make suggestions or ask questions online, go to nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/inquiry.
To report a chart discrepancy, please use ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/discrepancy.aspx.
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For more information on aids to navigation, including those on Western Rivers, please consult the latest USCG Light List for your area.
These volumes are available online at http://www.navcen.uscg.gov
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POLLUTION REPORTS
Report all spills of oil and hazardous sub-
stances to the National Response Center via
1-800-424-8802 (loll [ree), or Lo the neares! U.S
Coast Guard facility if telephone communication
is impossible (33 CFR 153)

SMALL CRAFT WARNINGS
During the boating season small-craft
warnings will be displayed from sunrise to
sunset on Suffolk County Police Patrol boats
underway on the waters around Long Island,
New York.

HORIZONTAL DATUM

The horizontal reference datum of this chart
is North American Datum of 1983 (NAD 83), which
for charting purposes is considered equivalent
to the World Geodetic System 1984 (WGS 84)
Geographic posilions referred to the Nerth
American Datum of 1827 must be corrected an
average of 0.351" northward and 1.739" eastward
to agree with this chart.

SOUNDINGS IN FE

AIDS TO NAVIGATION
Consult U.S. Coast Guard Light List for
supplemental information concerning aids to
navigation

FISHING AND HUNTING STRUCTURES

Uncharted fish and wildlife harvesting devices
and structures such as fish traps, pound nets,
crap traps, and duck blinds, some submerged,
may exist in the area of this chart, particularly in
the near shore area. Mariners should proceed
with caution.

RADAR REFLECTORS
Radar reflectors have been placed on many
floating aids to navigation. Individual radar
reflector identification on these aids has been
omitted from this chart

WARNING
The prudent mariner will ’]OI relv solely on any single aid
to navigation, particularly 2 See U.S. C
Guard Light List and U.S. Coast Pilot for de
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CABLE AND PIPELINE AREAS

The cable and pipeline areas falling within
the areas of the larger scale charts are shown
thereon and are not repeated on this chart

FISH TRAP AREAS

Boundary lines of fish trap areas are shown
thus
Submerged piling may exist in these areas.

GCAUTION

Mariners are warned to stay clear of the pro-
tective riprap surrounding navigational light
structures shown thus:

41°

——

NOAA WEATHER RADIO BROADCASTS

The NOAA Weather Radio stations listed
below provide continuous weather broadcasts
The reception range is typically 20 to 40
nautical miles from the antenna site, but can be
as much as 100 nautical miles for stations at
high elevations

Meriden, CT WXJ-42 162.400 MHz

New London, CT ~ KHB-47 162.550 MHz

Providence, Rl WXJ-39 162.400 MHz

Riverhead, NY WXM-80 162.475 MHz
CAUTION

Improved channcls shown by broken lines arc
subject to shoaling, particularly at the cdges

MARINER ACTIVATED SOUND SIGNALS

Sound signals labeled wilh (MRASS) reguire user,
activation. See USCG Light List
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are accurate when used to measure distances in this BookletChart.
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CAUTION

Limitations on the use of radio signals as
aids to marine navigation can be found in the
U.S. Coast Guard Light Lists and National
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency Publication 117,

Radic direction-finder bearings to commercial
broadcasting stations are subject to error and
should be used with caution,

Station positions are shown thus:
((Accurate location)  o{Appraximate location)

CAUTION

Temporary changes or defects in aids to
navigation are not indicated on this chart. See
Local Notice to Mariners

During some winter months or when endan-
gered by ice, certain aids to navigation are
replaced by other types or removed. For detalls
see U.S. Coast Guard Light List.

HEIGHTS
Heighls in leel above Mean High Waler.

AUTHORITIES

Hydrography and topography by the Naticnal Ocean Scrvig
Survey, wilh addilional dala [rom lhe Corps ol Engineers, Gg
Survey, and U.S. Coast Guard.
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION
Consult U.S. Coast Pilot 2 for important
supplemental information.

NOTE Z
NO-DISCHARGE ZONE. 40 CF? 140 TIDAL INFORMATICN
Under the Clean We . all vessels PLACE Hoignt reforred to datum of soundings (MLLW)
operaling wilhin a No-Di Mean Higher Mean Mean
prohibiled Irom discharging any salod or NAME (LATILONG) High Water | High Water | Low Water
untreated, into the w 55 ninstalled leel lesl feet
marine sanitation dovice (MS| noored, Point Judith, Harber of Refuge (£1722'N/71729'WY) 3.4 3 0.1
docked within @ NDZ must have the MSD Bloc< Island Old Harbor Basin (41410 N/71°33'W) 32 3.0 0.1
i overboard discharae of Watch Hill Point (41°18'N/71°52'W) 29 2.7 0.1
the overboard cischarge o Plum Gut Harbor, Plum Island (1170 N721 2 W) 31 28 02
&) orinstall a holding fank. Regu New London, Thames River @rzenzosw| 30 o8 0.2
for the NDZ are contained in the U.S. Coast Pilot Montauk Poir, Long Island @EroaNTIEIW) 29 2.6 01
Additional information concerning the
requirements may be obtained from the Envi al Dashes (- - -) located in datum columns indicate unavailable datum values for a fice station. Real-time water levels,
Protection Agency (EPA) web site: http //www.epa.gov/ lide precictions, and tidal cJrent predictions are available on the Internet from hitp://lidesandeurents.roaa.gov,
seans/regulatory/ve sewage/ (Aor2014)
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waterways:

ship-to-coast.

harbors.

@MERGENCY INFORMATIOI\D

Getting and Giving Help — Signal other boaters using visual distress signals (flares,
orange flag, lights, arm signals); whistles; horns; and on your VHF radio. You are
required by law to help boaters in trouble. Respond to distress signals, but do not

endanger yourself.

All Hazard

Noke ov ‘D(w\wg

e

Weather Radio

NOAA's National Weather Service

VHF Marine Radio channels for use on the

Channel 6 — Inter-ship safety communications.
Channel 9 — Communications between boats and

Channel 13 — Navigation purposes at bridges, locks, and

Channel 16 — Emergency, distress and safety calls to °
Coast Guard and others, and to initiate calls to other
vessels. Contact the other vessel, agree to another channel, and then switch.
Channel 22A — Calls between the Coast Guard and the public. Severe weather
warnings, hazards to navigation and safety warnings are broadcast here.
Channels 68, 69, 71, 72 and 78A — Recreational boat channels.

Distress Call Procedures

Make sure radio is on.

Select Channel 16.

Press/Hold the transmit button.

Clearly say: “MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY.”
Also give: Vessel Name and/or Description;
Position and/or Location; Nature of
Emergency; Number of People on Board.

¢ Release transmit button.

¢ Wait for 10 seconds — If no response
Repeat MAYDAY call.

HAVE ALL PERSONS PUT ON LIFE JACKETS!

NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards (NWR) is a nationwide network of radio stations broadcasting continuous

weather information directly from the nearest National Weather Service office. NWR broadcasts official Weather

Nautical chart related products and information
Interactive chart catalog

Report a chart discrepancy

Chart and chart related inquiries and comments
Chart updates (LNM and NM corrections)

Coast Pilot online

Tides and Currents

Marine Forecasts

National Data Buoy Center

NowCoast web portal for coastal conditions
National Weather Service

National Hurrican Center

Pacific Tsunami Warning Center

Contact Us

Service warnings, watches, forecasts and other hazard information 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/

Quick References

http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov
http://www.charts.noaa.gov/InteractiveCatalog/nrnc.shtml
http://ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/discrepancy.aspx
http://ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/inquiry.aspx?frompage=ContactUs
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/updates/LNM_NM.html
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/cpdownload.htm
http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/home.htm
http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/

http://www.nowcoast.noaa.gov/

http://www.weather.gov/

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/

http://ptwc.weather.gov/
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/contact.htm

For the latest news from Coast Survey, follow @NOAAcharts
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