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What are Nautical Charts?

Nautical charts are a fundamental tool of marine navigation. They show
water depths, obstructions, buoys, other aids to navigation, and much
more. The information is shown in a way that promotes safe and
efficient navigation. Chart carriage is mandatory on the commercial
ships that carry America’s commerce. They are also used on every Navy
and Coast Guard ship, fishing and passenger vessels, and are widely
carried by recreational boaters.

What is a BookletChart™?

This BookletChart is made to help recreational boaters locate
themselves on the water. It has been reduced in scale for convenience,
but otherwise contains all the information of the full-scale nautical
chart. The bar scales have also been reduced, and are accurate when
used to measure distances in this BookletChart. See the Note at the
bottom of page 5 for the reduction in scale applied to this chart.

Whenever possible, use the official, full scale NOAA nautical chart for
navigation. Nautical chart sales agents are listed on the Internet at
http://www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov.

This BookletChart does NOT fulfill chart carriage requirements for
regulated commercial vessels under Titles 33 and 44 of the Code of
Federal Regulations.

Notice to Mariners Correction Status

This BookletChart has been updated for chart corrections published in
the U.S. Coast Guard Local Notice to Mariners, the National Geospatial
Intelligence Agency Weekly Notice to Mariners, and, where applicable,
the Canadian Coast Guard Notice to Mariners. Additional chart
corrections have been made by NOAA in advance of their publication in
a Notice to Mariners. The last Notices to Mariners applied to this chart
are listed in the Note at the bottom of page 7. Coast Pilot excerpts are
not being corrected.

For latest Coast Pilot excerpt visit the Office of Coast Survey website at
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/searchbychart.php?chart=122

73.

(Selected Excerpts from Coast Pilot)

From Potomac River to Patuxent River, the
western shore of Chesapeake Bay is mostly
low, although the 100-foot elevation does
come within 1 mile of the water midway
between the two rivers. Above Patuxent
River, the ground rises and 100-foot
elevations are found close back of the shore
along the unbroken stretch northward to
Herring Bay. Above Herring Bay, the 100-
foot contour is pushed back by the
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tributaries. The bay channel has depths of 50 feet or more, and is well
marked by lights and buoys.
The fishtrap areas that extend along this entire section of the western
shore are marked at their outer limits and are shown on the charts.

Ice.—Ice is encountered in the tributaries, particularly during severe
winters. When threatened by icing conditions, certain lighted buoys may
be replaced by lighted ice buoys having reduced candlepower or by
unlighted buoys, and certain unlighted buoys may be discontinued. (See
Light List.)

During the ice navigation season, the waters of Chesapeake Bay and its
tributaries north of Smith Point, but not including Patuxent River, are

a regulated navigation area. (See 165.1 through 165.13, and 165.503,
chapter 2, for limits and regulations.)

The Eastern Shore of Chesapeake Bay, from Cape Charles to Chester
River, is mostly low and has few prominent natural features. The
mainland and the islands are subject to erosion, and many of the islands
and points have completely washed away. Fishtrap limits are shown on
the charts and usually are marked by black and white horizontal-banded
buoys. In the tributaries of Pocomoke Sound, ice sufficient to interfere
with the navigation of small vessels may be encountered at any time
from January through March. The ice from Pocomoke Sound does not
interfere with the larger vessels in the bay, but the smaller oyster and
fishing boats frequently are held up and sometimes require assistance,
especially in Kedges and Hooper Straits.

Patapsco River forms Baltimore Harbor, and Elk River is the approach to
the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal. The other tributaries that empty
into this part of the bay are seldom used by vessels drawing more than
12 feet. The shores are mostly wooded in the undeveloped areas and
rise to considerable heights in the vicinity of Northeast and
Susquehanna Rivers.

There are extensive shoal areas in the upper part of the bay, and
fishtraps are numerous in season; fishtrap limits are shown on the chart.
All of the tributaries are usually closed by ice for extended periods
during the winter.

Middle River, 6.5 miles north-northeastward of North Point, is entered
through a marked dredged channel which leads to an anchorage basin at
the Martin Marietta Company plant at the head of Dark Head Creek, the
east fork of the river 3.2 miles above the mouth. In 2009, the controlling
depth was 8.0 feet at midchannel to the anchorage basin, thence 8.4
feet in the basin with lesser depths along the sides. The west fork of
Middle River has depths of 7 feet to within 0.5 mile of a fixed bridge
near the head.

A 6 m.p.h. speed limit is enforced on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays.
Sue Creek, on the south side of the entrance to Middle River, has depths
of about 7 feet to the yacht club just inside the entrance, thence depths
of 5 to 3 feet for 1 mile inside. The entrance is marked by a light.
Galloway Creek, a broad cove on the north side of Middle River just
inside the entrance, has depths of 8 to 5 feet except along the shoreline.
Frog Mortar Creek, on the northeast side of Middle River 1.5 miles
above the mouth, has depths of 6 to 8 feet. A 12-foot marked channel
leads from Middle River to the Martin Marietta seaplane basin on the
west side of the creek 0.5 mile above the entrance. A 6 m.p.h. speed
limit is enforced on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays.
Warning.—Small-craft operators in Frog Mortar Creek are advised to use
caution in the vicinity of Martin State Airport. Small-craft with masts
exceeding 37 feet in height above the waterline create an obstruction to
low-flying aircraft. Operators of such vessels transiting Frog Mortar
Creek should contact Martin State Airport Control Tower by telephone
at 410-238-1008 when visibility is less than 1.0 statute mile so
approaching aircraft can be warned. Tower operations are from 0600 to
2200 daily.

U.S. Coast Guard Rescue Coordination Center
24 hour Regional Contact for Emergencies

RCC Norfolk Commander
5th CG District

Norfolk, VA

(575) 398-6231
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Navigation Managers Area of Responsibility

Northeast
Lt. Meghan McGovern
meghan.mcgovern@noaa.gov

Great Lakes Region
Tom Loeper
thomas.loeper@noaa.gov

A _
Northwest and '} “/

Pacific Islands o -
Crescent Moegling
crescent.moegling@noaa.gov

T
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Chesapeake and
Delaware Bay
Steve Soherr

steve.soherr@noaa.gov

y
|
o -
S
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) Mid-Atlantic
Lt. Ryan Wartick
ryan.wartick@noaa.gov

Jeff Ferguson
jeffrey.ferguson@noaa.gov o -

Western Gulf Coast \
Alan Bunn
alan.bunn@noaa.gov

/

Southeast
Kyle Ward
kyle.ward@noaa.gov

Central Gulf Coast
Tim Osborn
tim.osborn@noaa.gov

Alaska
Lt. Timothy M. Smith
timothy.m.smith@noaa.gov

South Florida
Puerto Rico
U.S. Virgin Islands
Michael Henderson
michael.henderson@noaa.gov

NOAA’s navigation managers serve as ambassadors to the maritime community.
They help identify navigational challenges facing professional and recreational mariners, and provide NOAA resources and
information for safe navigation. For additional information, please visit nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/service/navmanagers

To make suggestions or ask questions online, go to nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/inquiry.
To report a chart discrepancy, please use ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/discrepancy.aspx.
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For more information on aids to navigation, including those on Western Rivers, please consult the latest USCG Light List for your area.
These volumes are available online at http://www.navcen.uscg.gov
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OYSTER AQUACULTURE

Qyster bed aquaculture leases may exist within the limits of
this chart. Mariners are cautioned that numerous markers may
exist and watermen may be active in the area. Caution should
be exercised when navigating in or near these areas, not to
anchor or ground, in order to avoid damage to the beds
Depths may be shallower than the soundings shown. For more
information, contact the local department of natural rescurces.
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IAA WEATHER RADIO BROADCASTS

NOAA Weather Radio stations listed
lprovide conlinuous wealher broadcasls.
ceplion range is lypically 20 lo 40
| miles from the antenna site, but can be
£h as 100 nautical miles for stations at

evalions
rc, MD KEC-83 162.400 MHz
sville, MD WXK-97 162.500 MHz
gton, DC KHB-38 162.550 MHz
sas, VA)

RACING BUQYS
ing buoys within the limits of this chart
t shown hereon. Information may be
ed from the U.S. Coast Guard District
as racing and other private buoys are
listed in the U.S. Coast Guard Light List.

CAUTICON
iners are warned to stay clear of the pro-
riprap surrcunding navigational light
res shown thus:

CAUTION
itations on the use of radio signals as
marine navigation can be found in the
oasl Guard Lighl Lisls and Nalional
tial-Intelligence Agency Publication 117,
o direction-finder bearings ta commercial
asting stations are subject to error and
be used with caution
lon positions are shown thus:
urale localion)  o{Approximale localion)

CAUTION
SUBMARINE PIPELINES AND CABLES
Charted submarine pipelines and subrr

cables and submarine pipeline d cablc a

are shown as

VAVAVAVAVAVAN

Addilional uncharled ¢
submarine cablcs may cx
this charl. Nol all submarine
marine cables are lired to be buried, and
those that were originally buried may have
become exposed. Mariners should use ext
aution when operating sels in

er comparable to their draft in areas where

elines ar bles may exist, and when
anchoring, dragging, or trawling

Caovered wells may be marked by lighted or
unlighted b

CABLE AND PIPELINE AREAS
The cable and pipeline areas falling within
the areas of the larger scale charts are shown
ther and are nct repeated on this chart

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION
Consult U.S. Coast Pilot 3 for important
supplemenlal informalion

CAUTION

Improved channels shown by broken lines are
subject to shoaling, particularly at the edges.

CAUTICN
BASCULE BRIDGE CLEARANCES
For bascule bridges, whose spans do not
open o a full upright or vertical position, unlimited
vertical clearance is not available for the entire
charted horizontal clearance.

POLLUTION REPORTS
Report all spills of oil and hazardous sub-
stances to the National Response Center via
1-800-424-8802 (toll free), or to the nearest U.S
Coast Guard facility if telephone communication
is impossible {33 CFR 153).

WARNING
The prudent marin

and U.S. Coast Pilot for details

RADAR REFLECTORS
Radar reflectars have been placed on many
floating aids to navigation. Individual radar
reflector identification on these aids has been
omitted from this chart,

SMALL CRAFT WARNINGS
During the boating season small-craft
warnings will be displayed from sunrise to
sunset on Maryland Marine Police Cruisers
while underway in Maryland waters of the
Chesapeake Bay and tributaries

CAUTION

Temporary changes or defects in aids to
navigation are not indicated on this chart. See
Local Notice to Mariners.

During some winter months or when endan-
gered by ice. certain aids to navigation are
replaced by other types or removed. For details
see U.S. Coast Guard Light List

AIDS TO NAVIGATION

Consult U.S. Coast Guard Light List for
supplemental information concerning aids to

CAUTION
FISH TRAP AREAS AND STRUCTURES

are warned that numerous uncharted duck blinds and
tures, some submerged, may exist in the fish trap areas.
res are not charted unless known to be permanent.
lons to assure clear passage to and through dredged and
nels, and to established landings, are prescribed by the
pineers in the Code of Federal Regulations.
limits of fish trap areas have heen established in some
hose limits are shown thus:
efinite limits have not been prescribed, the location of
tures is restricted only by the regulations

Navigation regulations are published in Chapter 2, U.S

ed in the Notice to Mariners. Information
the Office of th
in Portsmouth, Virginia or at the
neer, Corps of Engineers in
iladelphia, Pennsylvania
Refer to charted regulaticn section numbers

e
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waterways:

ship-to-coast.

harbors.

@MERGENCY INFORMATIOI\D

Getting and Giving Help — Signal other boaters using visual distress signals (flares,
orange flag, lights, arm signals); whistles; horns; and on your VHF radio. You are
required by law to help boaters in trouble. Respond to distress signals, but do not

endanger yourself.

All Hazard

Noke ov ‘D(w\wg

e

Weather Radio

NOAA's National Weather Service

VHF Marine Radio channels for use on the

Channel 6 — Inter-ship safety communications.
Channel 9 — Communications between boats and

Channel 13 — Navigation purposes at bridges, locks, and

Channel 16 — Emergency, distress and safety calls to °
Coast Guard and others, and to initiate calls to other
vessels. Contact the other vessel, agree to another channel, and then switch.
Channel 22A — Calls between the Coast Guard and the public. Severe weather
warnings, hazards to navigation and safety warnings are broadcast here.
Channels 68, 69, 71, 72 and 78A — Recreational boat channels.

Distress Call Procedures

Make sure radio is on.

Select Channel 16.

Press/Hold the transmit button.

Clearly say: “MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY.”
Also give: Vessel Name and/or Description;
Position and/or Location; Nature of
Emergency; Number of People on Board.

¢ Release transmit button.

¢ Wait for 10 seconds — If no response
Repeat MAYDAY call.

HAVE ALL PERSONS PUT ON LIFE JACKETS!

NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards (NWR) is a nationwide network of radio stations broadcasting continuous

weather information directly from the nearest National Weather Service office. NWR broadcasts official Weather

Nautical chart related products and information
Interactive chart catalog

Report a chart discrepancy

Chart and chart related inquiries and comments
Chart updates (LNM and NM corrections)

Coast Pilot online

Tides and Currents

Marine Forecasts

National Data Buoy Center

NowCoast web portal for coastal conditions
National Weather Service

National Hurrican Center

Pacific Tsunami Warning Center

Contact Us

Service warnings, watches, forecasts and other hazard information 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/

Quick References

http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov
http://www.charts.noaa.gov/InteractiveCatalog/nrnc.shtml
http://ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/discrepancy.aspx
http://ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/inquiry.aspx?frompage=ContactUs
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/updates/LNM_NM.html
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/cpdownload.htm
http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/home.htm
http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/

http://www.nowcoast.noaa.gov/

http://www.weather.gov/

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/

http://ptwc.weather.gov/
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/contact.htm

For the latest news from Coast Survey, follow @NOAAcharts
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