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What are Nautical Charts?

Nautical charts are a fundamental tool of marine navigation. They show
water depths, obstructions, buoys, other aids to navigation, and much
more. The information is shown in a way that promotes safe and
efficient navigation. Chart carriage is mandatory on the commercial
ships that carry America’s commerce. They are also used on every Navy
and Coast Guard ship, fishing and passenger vessels, and are widely
carried by recreational boaters.

What is a BookletChart™?

This BookletChart is made to help recreational boaters locate
themselves on the water. It has been reduced in scale for convenience,
but otherwise contains all the information of the full-scale nautical
chart. The bar scales have also been reduced, and are accurate when
used to measure distances in this BookletChart. See the Note at the
bottom of page 5 for the reduction in scale applied to this chart.

Whenever possible, use the official, full scale NOAA nautical chart for
navigation. Nautical chart sales agents are listed on the Internet at
http://www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov.

This BookletChart does NOT fulfill chart carriage requirements for
regulated commercial vessels under Titles 33 and 44 of the Code of
Federal Regulations.

Notice to Mariners Correction Status

This BookletChart has been updated for chart corrections published in
the U.S. Coast Guard Local Notice to Mariners, the National Geospatial
Intelligence Agency Weekly Notice to Mariners, and, where applicable,
the Canadian Coast Guard Notice to Mariners. Additional chart
corrections have been made by NOAA in advance of their publication in
a Notice to Mariners. The last Notices to Mariners applied to this chart
are listed in the Note at the bottom of page 7. Coast Pilot excerpts are
not being corrected.

For latest Coast Pilot excerpt visit the Office of Coast Survey website at
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/searchbychart.php?chart=113
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[Coast Pilot 5, Chapter 9 excerpts]
Mississippi River empties into the N central
part of the Gulf of Mexico through a
number of mouths or passes which, taken
together, form the delta of the river. The
river and its tributaries form the largest
network of navigable waters in the world.
The two principal passes, South Pass and
Southwest Pass, are about 1,600 nautical
miles from New York, 500 nautical miles
from Key West, 300 nautical miles E of
Galveston, and 440 nautical miles E of
Corpus Christi. The river is the access to the Ports of New Orleans and
Baton Rouge, and the numerous cities in the central part of the United
States located in the Mississippi River Valley and along its tributaries, the

Ohio, Missouri, Red, Tennessee, and other rivers flowing into it. From
the mouth, at the entrance to Southwest Pass, it is about 1,840 miles to
Minneapolis, 1,960 miles to Pittsburgh, 1,680 miles to Knoxville, and
1,530 miles to Chicago via the lllinois Waterway.

New Orleans can also be reached by the more direct deep-draft route
through the Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet Canal, about 30 miles N of
South Pass. The outlet canal extends from deepwater in the Gulf to the
junction with the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal at New Orleans.

The passes consist of narrow-banked deposits of sand and clay brought
down by the river current which continuously adds them to the seaward
margins of the delta. In this manner the delta is being built seaward at
an estimated average rate of 300 feet a year. Numerous bays between
the passes are changing through wave and tidal action and filling up with
the immense amounts of material carried down by the river. The upper
half of Garden Island Bay has been filled in so that now it is a marsh.
Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet Canal is a 66-mile-long deepwater channel
that extends NW from deep water in the Gulf of Mexico to the Inner
Harbor Navigation Canal at New Orleans.

Caution during high stages of the river.—Vessels navigating the
Mississippi River at flood stages, when passing habitations or other
structures, partially or wholly submerged and subject to damage from
wave action, shall proceed slowly and keep as far away from such
structures as circumstances permit, and shall also proceed slowly when
passing close to levees. In low river stages, vessel bow wave and suction
may be more pronounced due to calmer, less-flowing waters. Caution is
advised when nearing facilities and moored/anchored vessels as their
own suction may cause hazard and damage.

Under these conditions, between Baton Rouge, Mile 232.0, and Head of
Passes, Mile 0.0, mariners are directed to steer a course as close as
possible to the center of the river and to proceed at a speed sufficiently
slow so that levees and revetments will not be endangered by wave
wash. Careful observation by mariners of the effects of the vessel's wash
is a vital element in this control. Mariners are also advised to exercise
extreme caution when navigating or mooring their vessels in the
forebays of Algiers, Harvey, Inner Harbor Navigation Canal, Port Allen
and Old River locks to prevent vessels and tows from coming in contact
with the controlling levee line in those areas.

Strong currents and shifting eddies in the vicinity of Algiers Point will be
encountered during high stages of the river. These conditions may make
hazardous the operation of a tow which could normally be handled with
ease. It is accordingly requested that operators and masters exercise
every precaution when operating in the area controlled by the New
Orleans Harbor traffic lights. Size of tows and tugs should be considered
in view of conditions which may be expected.

The river is well marked with lights, and for the most part the banks are
sufficient guides. The distance from Head of Passes to New Orleans is 95
miles.

Vessels should approach the Empire Waterway from the Gulf through
the Empire Safety Fairway. (See 166.100 through 166.200, chapter 2.)
Vessels should approach Bastian Bay and Grand Bayou from the Gulf
through Grand Bayou Pass Safety Fairway. (See 166.100 through
166.200, chapter 2.)

U.S. Coast Guard Rescue Coordination Center
24 hour Regional Contact for Emergencies

Commander
8th CG District
New Orleans, LA

RCC New Orleans
(504) 589-6225



Navigation Managers Area of Responsibility

Northeast
Lt. Meghan McGovern
meghan.mcgovern@noaa.gov

Great Lakes Region
Tom Loeper
thomas.loeper@noaa.gov

A _
Northwest and '} “/

Pacific Islands o -
Crescent Moegling
crescent.moegling@noaa.gov
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Chesapeake and
Delaware Bay
Steve Soherr

steve.soherr@noaa.gov
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) Mid-Atlantic
Lt. Ryan Wartick
ryan.wartick@noaa.gov

Jeff Ferguson
jeffrey.ferguson@noaa.gov o -

Western Gulf Coast \
Alan Bunn
alan.bunn@noaa.gov

/

Southeast
Kyle Ward
kyle.ward@noaa.gov

Central Gulf Coast
Tim Osborn
tim.osborn@noaa.gov

Alaska
Lt. Timothy M. Smith
timothy.m.smith@noaa.gov

South Florida
Puerto Rico
U.S. Virgin Islands
Michael Henderson
michael.henderson@noaa.gov

NOAA’s navigation managers serve as ambassadors to the maritime community.
They help identify navigational challenges facing professional and recreational mariners, and provide NOAA resources and
information for safe navigation. For additional information, please visit nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/service/navmanagers

To make suggestions or ask questions online, go to nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/inquiry.
To report a chart discrepancy, please use ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/discrepancy.aspx.

Lateral System As Seen Entering From Seaward

on navigable waters except Western Rivers
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For more information on aids to navigation, including those on Western Rivers, please consult the latest USCG Light List for your area.
These volumes are available online at http://www.navcen.uscg.gov
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NOAA encourages users to submit inquiries, discrepancies or comments
about this chart at hitp://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/contact.htm.

NOAA WEATHER RADIO BROADCASTS

The NOAA Weather Radio station listed
below provides continuous weather broadcasts.
The reception range is typically 20 to 40
nautical miles from the antenna site, but can be
as much as 100 nautical miles for stations at
high elevaticns
Buras, LA

WXL-41 162.475 MHz
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SOURCE DIAGRAM

The outlined areas represent the limits of the most recent hydrographic
survey information that has been evaluated for charting. Surveys have been

<)
REVETMENT AREAS
207.200 (sce riolc A)

banded in this diagram by date and type of survey. Channels maintained
F by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers are periodically resurveyed and are
not shown on this diagram. Refer to Chapter 1, United States Coast Pilot.
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SOURCE
A 1990-2009 NOS Surveys full bottom coverage
B1 1990-1993 NOS Surveys partial bottom coverage
240 B2 1970-1989 NOS Surveys partial bottom coverage
B3 1940-1969 NOS Surveys partial bottom coverage
H B4 1900-1939 NOS Surveys partial bottom coverage
B5 Pre-1900 NOS Surveys partial bottom coverage
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RADAR REFLECTORS
Radar reflectors have been placed on many
floating aids to navigation. Individual radar
reflector identification on these aids has been
omitted from this chart. Formerly C3GS 1272, 1st E
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This BookletChart was reduced to 75% of the original chart scale.
The new scale is 1:106666. Barscales have also been reduced and
are accurate when used to measure distances in this BookletChart.




CAUTION
Gas and Oil Well Structures
Uncharted platforms, gas and oil well struc-
tures, pipes, piles and stakes can exist within
the limits of this chart

POLLUTION REPORTS
Report all spills of oil and hazardous sub-
stances to the Naticnal Respense Center via
1-800-424-8802 (toll free), or to the nearest U.S.
Coast Guard facility if telephone communication

PLANE COORDINATE GRID
(based on NAD 1927}
The Louisiana State plane coordinate grid (South Zone)
is indicated on this chart at 40,000 foot intervals thus: -4
This grid is shownr on the two insets at 10,000 foot inter-'
vals. The last three digits are omitted.

HORIZONTAL DATUM

The horizontal reference datum of
is North American Datum of 1983 (NAD
for charting purposes is considered e
to the World Geodetic System 1984 (
Geagraphic positions referred to t
American Datum of 1927 must be corri
average of 0.8158" northward and 0.188"
to agree with this chart.
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CAUTICN NOTE X
f this chart Limitations on the use of radio signals as Within the 12-nautical mile Territorial Sea, established by Presidential Proclamation,
83), which aids to marine navigation can be found in the some Federal laws apply. The Three Nautical Mile Line, previcusly identified as the
equivalent MINERAL,DEV,ELOPMENT STRUCTURES U.S. Coast Guard Light Lists and National outer limit of the territorial sea, is retained as it continues to depict the jurisdictional
(WGS 84) Obstrugtion lights and sound (fog) signals Geospatial-Intelligence Agency Publication 117. limit of the other laws. The 9-nautical mile Natural Resource Boundary off the Gulf coast
the North are required for fixed mineral development Radio direction-finder bearings to commercial of Florida, Texas, and Puerto Rico, and the Three Nautical Mile Line elsewhere remain in
rrected an structures shown on this chart, subject to ap- broadcasting stations are subject to error and most cases the inner limit of Federal fisheries jurisdiction and the outer limit of the
" westward proval by the District Commander, U.S. Coast should be used with caution jurisdiction of the states. The 24-nautical mile Contiguous Zone and the 200-nautical
Guard (33 CFR 67). Station positions are shown thus: mile Exclusive Economic Zone were established by Presidential Praclamation.
((Accurate location)  o{Approximate location) Unless fixed by treaty or the U.S. Supreme Court, these maritime limits are subject
to modification.
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HURRICANES AND TROPICAL STORMS
Hurricanes, tropical storms and other major storms may cause
considerable damage to marine structures, aids to navigation and moared
vessels, resulting in submerged debris in unknown locations.
Charted soundings, channel depths and shareline may not reflect actual
conditions following these storms. Fixed aids to navigation may have been
damaged or destroyed. Buoys may have been maved from their charted

positions, damaged, sunk, extinguished or otherwise made inoperative.
Mariners should not rely upon the position or eperation of an aid to
navigation. Wrecks and submerged obstructions may have been displaced
from charted locations. Pipslines may have become uncovered or moved.
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Mercator Projection
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North American Datum of 1983
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SOUNDINGS IN FEET
AT MEAN LOWER LOW WATER
Additional information can be obtained at nauticalcharts.noaa.gov.

Soundings in the Mississippi River above
the Head of Passes are referred to the
Low Water Reference Plane.
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Improved channels shown by broken lines are
subject to shoaling, particularly at the edges.

WARNING

!
The prudent mariner will not rely solely on_ +-

any single aid to navigation, particularly on
floating aids. See U.S. Coast Guard Light List
and U.S. Coast Pilot for details
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waterways:

ship-to-coast.

harbors.

@MERGENCY INFORMATIOI\D

Getting and Giving Help — Signal other boaters using visual distress signals (flares,
orange flag, lights, arm signals); whistles; horns; and on your VHF radio. You are
required by law to help boaters in trouble. Respond to distress signals, but do not

endanger yourself.

All Hazard

Noke ov ‘D(w\wg

e

Weather Radio

NOAA's National Weather Service

VHF Marine Radio channels for use on the

Channel 6 — Inter-ship safety communications.
Channel 9 — Communications between boats and

Channel 13 — Navigation purposes at bridges, locks, and

Channel 16 — Emergency, distress and safety calls to °
Coast Guard and others, and to initiate calls to other
vessels. Contact the other vessel, agree to another channel, and then switch.
Channel 22A — Calls between the Coast Guard and the public. Severe weather
warnings, hazards to navigation and safety warnings are broadcast here.
Channels 68, 69, 71, 72 and 78A — Recreational boat channels.

Distress Call Procedures

Make sure radio is on.

Select Channel 16.

Press/Hold the transmit button.

Clearly say: “MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY.”
Also give: Vessel Name and/or Description;
Position and/or Location; Nature of
Emergency; Number of People on Board.

¢ Release transmit button.

¢ Wait for 10 seconds — If no response
Repeat MAYDAY call.

HAVE ALL PERSONS PUT ON LIFE JACKETS!

NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards (NWR) is a nationwide network of radio stations broadcasting continuous

weather information directly from the nearest National Weather Service office. NWR broadcasts official Weather

Nautical chart related products and information
Interactive chart catalog

Report a chart discrepancy

Chart and chart related inquiries and comments
Chart updates (LNM and NM corrections)

Coast Pilot online

Tides and Currents

Marine Forecasts

National Data Buoy Center

NowCoast web portal for coastal conditions
National Weather Service

National Hurrican Center

Pacific Tsunami Warning Center

Contact Us

Service warnings, watches, forecasts and other hazard information 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/

Quick References

http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov
http://www.charts.noaa.gov/InteractiveCatalog/nrnc.shtml
http://ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/discrepancy.aspx
http://ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/inquiry.aspx?frompage=ContactUs
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/updates/LNM_NM.html
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/cpdownload.htm
http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/home.htm
http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/

http://www.nowcoast.noaa.gov/

http://www.weather.gov/

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/

http://ptwc.weather.gov/
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/contact.htm

For the latest news from Coast Survey, follow @NOAAcharts
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